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It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plans for 9th grade


In the struggle to balance the academic needs of their students (including testing requirements) and the social, emotional, and other “whole person” needs of the same students, the core foundation for success is the development of strong, caring adult-student relationships.

The concept of sparks provides a concrete, focused way to begin or deepen those necessary relationships that is grounded in the strengths, interests, and empowerment of the students themselves. When students have those relationships and they know their “sparks,” they are more likely to thrive.

At Search Institute, we’ve been studying the concepts of sparks and thriving for the past five years. Thriving young people are those who are not just surviving, not just getting by, but truly doing well—aware of and using their interests, talents, and abilities; achieving their goals; living up to and even beyond their potential.

We’ve discovered three things that, when they are all present in a young person’s life, greatly increase the likelihood that they will thrive:

1. The young person knows their “sparks,” the special interests and activities they are passionate about

2. He or she pursues those sparks and uses them to contribute to a better world

3. The young person’s teachers, parents, and other caring adults support, encourage, and help her or him to explore, name, and develop the sparks.

The following three lesson plans are intended to 

· Help students understand the concept of sparks and begin to explore their own;

· Convey the importance of adult support of sparks (spark champions) and encourage students to seek more; and

· Guide students in identifying at least one spark and planning how to develop it.

As a result of having students work with these lessons, we expect to see students show some positive change in regard to academic self-efficacy (“I can do it!”), engagement in learning (“I like doing it!”), bonding to school (“School is a good place for me!”), and mastery (“It’s important to me to do well in school!”). When students show growth in these areas, that growth is usually accompanied by or leads to stronger academic success. 

Timing

Students will be taking pre and post surveys to measure their knowledge and awareness of sparks, levels of adult support for sparks, and the factors noted above that lead to increases in academic success. The pre-survey will be administered in early September, followed by the use of these lessons and other related spark activities. Then the post-survey will be administered in early or mid-December. Suggested timing for the lessons, then, is: Lesson 1, September; Lesson 2, October; Lesson 3, November. The goal is for all lessons to be completed by early December. Activities within the lessons vary in length from approximately 20-40 minutes. Variations are noted to give you options in how you teach the lessons. 

How you complete the lessons is up to you. You might take time each day for a week to do a full lesson’s activities during that “spark week,” or you could spread the activities of a lesson over a month’s time. Some teachers or counselors have made a spark activity a weekly occurrence in their classroom, as well. The section “Going Beyond the Lessons” at the end of this set of lessons indicate ways to infuse the lessons into other subjects, too. 

Your Colleagues

Whether you are a homeroom teacher or the teacher of a specific subject, you may find that teaming up with another teacher is an excellent way to work with the sparks materials. For example, you could introduce a lesson in a homeroom or advisory period, and then your colleague could do a relevant activity in an English, science, or math class. Some suggested activities are noted at the end of these lessons. The possibilities are limited only by your time and imagination!
Notes about the Prototype

This set of lessons for 9th graders is a second prototype version that has been revised according to feedback from you and your colleagues. We hope you will have great suggestions for further improvements, clarifications, and enhancements. Please keep track of what you use, what works, what doesn’t, and what you create on your own; there is a checklist at the back of this set of lessons where you can check off what you’ve used and comment on it. You will be asked in December to share with the Sparks Team at Search Institute your comments and ideas.

Even more important, please keep an eye and an ear alert for how students respond to, react to, and engage with the material. Do they enjoy the lessons? Do they seem to engage fully with the concepts? Have they begun to take action in exploring or developing a spark? Does learning about their sparks seem to make school more interesting to them? You’ll be asked to share ideas about this in December, too. The Sparks Team appreciates your willingness to use these prototype lessons and will value your input and feedback!

Four Tips on Teaching and Talking about Sparks

· In order for many people to talk about their innermost self, their dreams, their passions, they need to feel safe. Keep a close watch for teasing, put-downs, or other negative behaviors that could affect students’ feelings of safety. 

· Remind students that sparks are not limited to things that come easily to them or that they already know how to do. People discover their sparks at all different times in their lives, and their sparks often change over time. Students can look now at current sparks and potential sparks that they might become passionate about. And they can practice and work hard at learning about the new sparks they try out.

· Help them understand they can become smarter and more competent as they try new things and practice new skills. Praise them more for perseverance, willingness to try, discipline, and hard work than for their natural talents.

· It’s not enough for a young person to have a spark and a supportive adult or two. Two matters of character are vital as well: a) learning the motivation, optimism, confidence, and discipline to practice and develop a spark, and b) using that spark to give back or contribute to the world.

We hope you and your students enjoy these lessons and find them useful!

The Sparks Team at Search Institute

For more information, see the book Sparks: How Parents Can Help Ignite the Hidden Strengths of Teenagers, or visit www.IgniteSparks.org.
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It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan 1

Main Concept: Finding Your Sparks
Before the Lesson
Think about the first time you heard about sparks. What did you think about the idea then? Do you have passionate interests, or sparks? Now think back to when you were in high school. Did you have any interests and hobbies that were real passions for you at that time in your life? Anything you wish you had developed then? Did you believe you could be anything you wanted to be, or did you feel as though your possibilities were limited? Be ready for questions from your students about your own experiences.

This first lesson endeavors to engage all students in discovering and exploring their sparks and their own ability to take steps toward developing those sparks. You may find it particularly helpful to do the activity along with your students, so that you can share together—as people, not just as teacher and students—your current and potential sparks.

Objectives

In this lesson, young people will:

· Learn what a spark is

· Understand why sparks are important

· Begin to explore and name their own current and potential sparks

Materials 

You will need:

· The lesson plan and enough copies of the relevant handout(s) so each student has one.

· Sparks tally sheet

Opening

Distribute the handout for Lesson 1. Begin by talking with students about how it is different to be a teenager in high school rather than a student in middle school. (more privileges, more responsibilities, growing up, more choices, more opportunities, more independence, more pressure) You might say something like: “One important way that you are different now is that you will likely start to figure out more deeply who you are—what’s special about you, what you like to do and don’t like to do, what you might be good at and what will take more effort, how you are different from and similar to your classmates, many aspects of your own person and personality.”

All About Me Activity (15-20 minutes)

Distribute the All About Me handout. Share with your students that this handout is intended to be a fun way for them to think about their personal background, qualities, and interests. Once all students have completed the page (and you, too!), have your class use the sheets for getting better acquainted with one another. Have them all pair off quickly, choose one info box to share with each other, then have each pair sign off on that box for each other. Continue with new pairings and different sharings, so that ultimately each student has nine different signatures on her/his handout. Process how the activity went, and note that it helps us all see each other in a friendly way to know a little bit about all the students in the class.

Finding Your Sparks Activity (25-30 minutes)
Invite students to read paragraphs of the front page of the handout out loud, starting with the definition of sparks. Check in along the way to be sure students understand what a spark is and what the benefits of having a spark (or two or three) are.


Then have students turn over the page and silently look through the spark clusters. (If you have a copy of the Sparks book, you will find at the end of the book more spark clusters [categories] with numerous examples in each.)


Have each student work alone or in pairs to choose up to three clusters and then choose or write in three specific sparks. Ask students to share some of their sparks, if they are comfortable doing so. Have them hand in the worksheets so that you can get a sense of your students’ sparks and potential sparks. 


Processing: Ask: Are you surprised at any of these spark clusters? Did anyone have a spark cluster for himself or herself that isn’t in the list? How many of you chose a cluster or a spark that you’re not good at yet but that you want to explore or try for the first time?


It’s possible you’ll have some students in the room who do not want to reveal their spark to classmates, perhaps because of lack of confidence or fear of being made fun of. Remind students that there are many kinds of sparks and they are all valid; every person deserves respect around their spark. All kinds of sparks and spark clusters are interesting

Next Time

If you like, you can use the provided tally sheet (or your own created Word table or Xcel spreadsheet) to see how many students chose sparks in each cluster. Be ready to hand the sheets back to students prior to the next lesson.

Teaming or Interdisciplinary Learning: Math - Share the handouts and tally sheet with one of your students’ math teachers and have their students come up with percentages of students who have sparks in each cluster and prepare graphs or charts to bring back to class.


Art - If you are teaming with an art teacher, the teacher could have students work together to create a “tapestry of sparks” in your classroom. Students could choose an image such as a fire with multiple sparks rising from it or a tree with many different kinds and shapes of leaves. Create the image from colored paper on a poster board or bulletin board or with some other media; give each student a paper spark or leaf on which to write their spark, if they are comfortable doing that. After writing their spark, they can staple or glue their spark/leaf to the main image. This can be an ongoing process; students who aren’t yet sure of a spark can save their paper and add it later on; students who come up with more than one spark or a different spark from their first one can also add to the image through the semester or school year.

All About Me

	I am: (circle ones that apply)
Quiet          Clever

Serious        Creative

Silly………Smart

Outgoing…….Private

Strong……….Caring


	One interesting thing that most people don’t know about me is:
	I live in the United States. 

I was born in ___________ ______________________

My parents or guardians were born in ______________________ ______________________

One of my grandparents was born in ____________________ ______________________

	My friendship skills: (check all that apply)
I’m a good listener

I give good advice

I stand up for my friends

I am honest

I give sincere compliments

I am open and friendly

I understand feelings

I like doing things together


	I’m good at: (circle)
Drawing        Painting

Games         Sports

Writing poetry….Singing

Taking care of animals

Making people laugh

Taking care of younger kids

Cooking or baking

Other ________________ ______________________
	I would really like to try: (circle one)

Playing a musical instrument

Hip-hop dance

Attending a play or the opera

Scuba diving

Giving a speech

Bungee jumping

Other ________________ ______________________

	I wish I could be:

Stronger physically

More caring to others

More understanding

More active

Smarter in school

Other _________________


	Three people who always encourage me to do my best:

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________
	One thing I like about our school:

One thing I’d like to change about our school:


Finding Your Sparks  

Name _________________
A Spark

is more than just a passing interest or a talent. It’s what you’re passionate about. It’s what unleashes your energy and joy, gives your life purpose and focus, and allows you to make your own unique contribution to the world.

Everyone has, or can have, a spark, or two or three. You recently filled out a questionnaire about sparks; do you remember what you said there about your sparks?


Whether you know any of your sparks now or not, it’s definitely worthwhile to explore identify, and develop one, or two, or three.

Why?


Because new studies from Search Institute, right here in the Twin Cities, show that teenagers who know and develop at least one spark and have three or more caring adults who help them with their spark are likely to have some great advantages and benefits:

· Higher grades in school

· Better social skills

· Better physical health

· Better school attendance rates

· More likely to volunteer to help others

· More likely to care for the earth and its resources

· More likely to have a sense of purpose

· More likely to say they are “on the road to a hopeful future

Those are all good things to have, and things that can lead you to success in school and in the future.

But that’s not all. Teenagers who have a spark and the “spark supporters” who help you develop it also are:

· Less likely to experience depression

· Less likely to engage in acts of violence toward others.

So, more good stuff. Now let’s get to the exploring! On the other side of this sheet is a listing of many categories of sparks. Your goal is to read through them, choose up to three categories, and then name three individual sparks (you could have more than one spark in a category). These can be sparks you have already discovered and are working on, or they can be sparks that you are interested in exploring or trying, or a mix of both. 

Spark Clusters 
Read the clusters and examples, star your favorite 3 clusters, and add your own spark ideas!

	Spark Cluster
	Spark examples
	More spark ideas

	Doing art, music, drama, or writing
	Drawing, playing an instrument, singing, acting in a play, doing stand-up comedy, writing a poem
	

	Building or making things, or taking things apart
	Working on cars, building a treehouse, fixing a broken vacuum cleaner or clock
	

	Doing physical activities or sports 
	Dancing, doing karate, playing a team sport, gymnastics, running track
	

	Helping people or the environment
	Doing a park clean-up, raising money for homeless people, visiting people who are lonely
	

	Being outside in nature or taking care of animals
	Camping, hiking, collecting beautiful rocks, walking your dog, riding horses
	

	Using computers
	Making your own website, playing video games, watching movies
	

	Thinking of ways to start a business or make money
	Doing a lawn-mowing business, doing chores for a neighbor, making crafts to sell, learning to cook
	

	Learning, reading
	Reading novels, studying history or volcanoes, using a microscope or telescope, doing math games
	

	Teaching other people how to do things
	Babysitting your younger brother or sister, being a tutor to a younger student
	

	Leadership 
	Being in student council, organizing pep rallies, starting a club, working to make your school better
	


Tally sheet for class spark clusters

	Spark Cluster
	Spark examples
	Tally marks for how many students chose this cluster

	Doing art, music, drama, or writing
	Drawing, playing an instrument, singing, acting in a play, doing stand-up comedy, writing a poem
	

	Building or making things, or taking things apart
	Working on cars, building a treehouse, fixing a vacuum cleaner
	

	Doing physical activities or sports 
	Dancing, doing karate, playing a team sport, gymnastics, running track
	

	Helping people or the environment
	Doing a park clean-up, raising money for homeless people, visiting people who are lonely
	

	Being outside in nature or taking care of animals
	Camping, hiking, collecting beautiful rocks, walking your dog, riding horses
	

	Using computers
	Making your own website, playing video games
	

	Thinking of ways to start a business or make money
	Doing a lawn-mowing business, doing chores for a neighbor, making crafts to sell, learning to cook
	

	Learning, reading
	Reading novels, studying history or volcanoes, using a microscope or telescope, doing math games
	

	Teaching other people how to do things
	Babysitting your younger brother or sister, being a tutor to a younger student
	

	Leadership 
	Being in student council, organizing pep rallies, starting a club, working to make your school better
	


 It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan 2

Main Concept: The More Spark Supporters, the Better!
Before the lesson

Read through the lesson and handouts. 

If you tallied your students’ spark clusters and/or sparks (or if you had students in math class find percentages or make charts/graphs) choose a way to share that information with the class (print out the tally and hand out; write the top five clusters for your class and the sparks chosen in each on the board).

If you teamed with an art teacher, take some time for viewing and discussing the spark image your students created.

If you have time, view the short (5 minutes) Sparks video in advance, so you are familiar with what the young people featured there have to say about their sparks and spark supporters.

Objectives

In this lesson, young people will:

· Learn about the importance of adult support

· Make plans to try at least two ways of expanding their “dream team”

Materials

You will need:

· Lesson plan and copies of handout

· Video and discussion guide, plus equipment for showing the video

· Optional: Print the names of the five types of spark supporters on large pieces of paper or poster board. 

Opening (10 minutes)

Ask for brief impressions and reactions to the array of sparks and clusters and their diversity (or potentially lack thereof).


Return to students the handout from Lesson 1. Ask whether they have thought about their choices of clusters and sparks since that lesson. Then ask: If you were going to start developing one of those sparks, who do you think might be helpful to you? Or if you already have a spark you’re working on, who is already helpful to you? What do they do? (Encourage, model, provide opportunities, teach, mentor, attend performances, show how to do things, work alongside, solve problems)


After several responses, share with students the idea that every person who is famous or is very good at an activity has had help along the way from various people—especially before they were adults themselves. Say: Today we’re going to look at the many possible sources of support for your sparks, who your current “spark supporters” are, and how you might recruit more.
Spark Video Activity (15-20 minutes)
Cue up the Sparks Matter: Finding Your Spark video from the Search Institute website (www.IgniteSparks.org). Guide the students in discussing three main points of the video: how different the young people’s sparks are, how important the sparks are to them, and the kinds of people who are their spark supporters. You can use the online video discussion guide (click on the button just below the video clip on the website to download) for more questions and points to discuss.

Build a Dream Team (30 minutes)
Remind students that when teenagers can explore and name a spark and have “spark supporters” who know their spark and help them develop, practice, and express it, they are:

More likely to have good grades

Less likely to experience depression

More likely to be physically healthy

Less likely to engage in acts of violence toward others

More likely to have a sense of purpose


Remind them also of the students shown on the Sparks video and how they named various kinds of people who were spark supporters for them.

Read together or take turns reading aloud the front page of the handout. Ask for hands of students who can name a spark supporter in their lives. Remember that some students may have great support at home and in the community and others will not; be sensitive to this and tell students that whether they have support now or not, they can put together a great dream team. It’s vital that each student know that they don’t have to “go it alone” when it comes to their sparks. When you call on students, ask them to name the person, their relationship to the student, and what that supporter does to help them.

Variation: If you have more time, expand the activity by posting signs in different areas of your room for the types of people who can be spark supporters. Have students work in small groups together at each station to brainstorm together who their spark supporters are or could be.


Have students consider who their spark supporters are and who else they would like to have as a spark supporter; they can jot notes on the handout page in the concentric circles. Then have each student write at the top of the handout page one way they will try to add a spark supporter to their team during the next week. (These might include: asking a teacher, coach, or other school adult to help; asking a family member; joining a new club or activity; asking a parent or guardian whether they have friends who are interested in the same spark.) Mark on your calendar a reminder to ask young people about their experiences with seeking new spark supporters. Remind them to keep good safety rules in mind and to check with their parents or guardians before setting up any kind of call or meeting with a new spark supporter they don’t know.

Teacher Tip: Throughout the next few months, remind students to add to their dream team when a new opportunity presents itself (e.g., you have a guest speaker in the classroom; check in with the speaker, then ask whether any students have a spark that the guest speaker might be able to help them with).

Teaming: Language arts or history classes could combine this activity with study of famous writers or other famous people in history. Use the idea of spark supporters to have students analyze who the spark supporters were for people like Amelia Earhart, John Glenn, Henry David Thoreau, Abraham Lincoln, Mahatma Gandhi, and Emily Dickinson. Or have students seek additional quotations that speak to some aspect of sparks.

Next Time

The next lesson will guide students in imagining how their spark might be developed and expressed in the future and in how to draw connections between their current activities—in school and out of school—and that possible future.

Build Your Own Dream Team


Name ________________

Getting some support from caring adults (and other students!) to pursue and develop your sparks can be the difference between a dream and a dream-come-true. When you gather enough spark champions around you, they can form just the “dream team” you need. People rarely find all the support they need from their family, though. They need to go after it. You can find more support and encouragement, options and opportunities, for your spark from other adult mentors—if you just ask. If you’re ready to start building your “dream team” of supporters, try these ideas. (Don’t give up if the first person or two are too busy.)

Your Family

Lots of youth find their greatest encouragement and support from their family: parents or guardians, aunts and uncles, grandparents, and siblings. Not sure whether family members know what your sparks are? Why not tell them, ask about their sparks, and see whether you have one or more in common. Or maybe a family member knows someone who would is interested in the same sparks you have.

Your Neighbors

Neighbors can be one of the most under-used resources in a community. Ask your parents or other adults you live with whether they know any good neighbors who share your interest in engineering, or gardening, or animals.

Your Community

If your family belongs to a church, temple, synagogue, or mosque, that can be a great place to search for spark supporters. Responsible, caring adults there could be mentors, teachers, coaches, or fans of your abilities in gymnastics, cooking and baking, or chemistry. If you belong to a youth organization like Boys and Girls Clubs or YWCA/YMCA, that’s another possibility. And mentoring organizations like Big Brothers Big Sisters can match a young person with an adult who’ll be her or his mentor.

Your School

Teachers, counselors, coaches, social workers, and paraprofessionals chose their jobs because they want to help young people find themselves, their sparks, and their path. If you don’t have a strong connection with any adults at your school, ask around. Your peers may know someone who has experience in law enforcement or politics, or who might be an advisor for a club for juggling or diving or playing chess.

Your Friends (and Friends-to-Be)

Knowing and exploring your sparks can lead you to better relationships with your current friends. It can also lead you to new friends who share your spark. Take a look at who your friends are and what you do together. Remember that the best friends support and encourage you in your unique sparks. They may even work together with you on it.

[Don’t forget to check in with parents or guardians about your possible new spark supporters; they will help you be safe in this process.]

How will I start to build or expand MY dream team? ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

In one color of pen or pencil, write any spark supporters you have in the different circles (for example, Mom, Aunt Mary, Howard the next door neighbor, my mentor at the temple, my teammates on the gymnastics team, Dad’s friend James, etc.).

In a second color of pen or pencil, write on the outside of the circle possible spark supporters in the settings where you have none or few. This could be as specific as a particular coach or teacher or as general as “need new friend to practice my spark with.”

Then go back up to the top and write in how you might go about meeting/finding one of those possible spark supporters and asking if they’ll work with you on one of your sparks.

[image: image3.jpg]Congregation

Neighbors





It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan 3

Main Concept: Put It Together

Before the lesson

Read through the lesson plan and copy the handouts for Lesson 3. If necessary, have on hand the spark clusters handout from Lesson 1 or a copy of the bigger sparks list (noted on the home page of www.IgniteSparks.org) so that any student who is unsure of her/his spark or who hasn’t chosen one to explore yet will have examples to choose from for this lesson’s activities.

Objectives

In this lesson, young people will:

· Imagine a positive future for themselves

· Discuss with other students what it might be like to excel at their spark in the future

· Brainstorm steps and champions that could contribute to developing their spark

Materials

You will need:

· Lesson 3 and enough copies of the handout for everyone

· Materials here depend on the option(s) you choose for your students:

· Person of the Year: pieces of lined paper, colorful markers or colored pencils, old magazines, glue, scissors, any other art materials you want to offer for making self-portraits

· Spiral of Life: large pieces of blank drawing paper, colorful markers or colored pencils, pens or pencils

Opening

Say something like: Sometimes it can be difficult to see how things like studying math or chatting with a neighbor or joining the French club or having a mentor will help you in your life or in developing your spark. The connections between your spark and your classes, jobs, and activities may not always be clear. So let’s work on making those connections clear. And in the process you’ll be mapping out a spark journey for yourself and maybe finding a way for school to be more relevant to that journey. 

Woman of the Year/Man of the Year

Say: Since 1927, Time magazine has chosen to place on an end-of-the-year cover a portrait of the “person or idea” that has most influenced events that year, for good or ill. Imagine that 25 years from now, you have been selected to be on the cover as woman or man of the year for most influencing world events for good in the year 2034. You receive this honor for excelling at developing and using one of your sparks.
(See http://www.time.com/time/personoftheyear/archive/stories/ for a listing of Time magazine’s choices since 1927.)

For example, if your spark is learning science and becoming an astronaut, maybe for your cover you would be the first person who has volunteered to live in the newly built colony on the planet Mars!
Instructions: Using the template provided, fill in “man” or “woman” on the appropriate line. Then spend about 10 minutes filling in answers about how you imagine you made a difference in the world with your spark.
Once everyone has done the writing assignment, have students stand, then choose and use a fun but efficient way for students to pair up. For example, people wearing blue matched with people not wearing blue.


Ask pairs to remain standing and share with each other their imagined future and their responses, giving them 4 minutes with a signal to switch at 2 minutes. Ask for several volunteer pairs who will introduce their Man or Woman of the Year to the class. 


Variation: If some students are starting to disengage, consider making this into a guessing game, where you read off the answers, and see if students can guess which classmate created it. (Remind them, if necessary, that sparks are to be celebrated and supported, not made fun of.)


Students who finish quickly or who would like to can be invited to draw their own magazine cover.


Processing: Discuss some of the responses to the six questions; if certain steps along the spark path are common or unusual, point those out. Then comment that however impossible it might seem to actually become the famous people on magazine covers, the process of imagining a positive future for ourselves helps us make our future positive! By imagining that future, you create a vision of who you want to be, where you want to go, and what you want to experience. And by imagining the steps along the way to that future, you set a course that you can follow, if you want to.


Point out to students that they can use this lesson to begin planning some of the steps they want to take in the future, whether that is next week or next year, that will guide them along the path to a positive future.

Teaming: The Spiral of Life. A more visual way to start creating a “spark path” is to draw one. This could involve teaming up with an art or design teacher, so students begin thinking about and jotting down important events, then do the actual drawing and labeling in an art class. Use a big sheet of paper and colored markers to draw a big spiral. Tell students: The very center of the spiral is when you were born. The point farthest out is an event from your future in which you have become very successful in one of your sparks. Begin to label important events that have led you to the spark you have or are interested in now. If your spark is science and being an astronaut, for example, you might mention seeing Apollo 13 for the first time or a book you read that inspired you. Include classes, clubs, help from coaches and teachers, encouragement from spark champions, anything that has helped you develop this spark. Once you move a few times around the spiral, label today, and then start to imagine what important events in the future will help lead you to being an astronaut. The first ones might be high school graduation or borrowing a good telescope, or finding a club about traveling in space.

Process as above.

An additional variation could be having students create paper “stepping stones” to arrange in a spiral on the floor of the classroom.  


Another way to do teaming would be to for art classes to combine this lesson with doing self-portraits, in this case, as a magazine cover with Time magazine’s red border around it.

Handout 3. Put It Together


        Name _________________
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2034 _______________ of the Year!

 


Who am I and what is my spark?

Why am I on the cover?

How did I help make the world a better place?

What was the most influential experience I’ve had? 

Who were my supporters along the way?

What are some of the experiences and supporters I want to have in my real life?

Going Beyond the Lessons

There are many possibilities for continuing, expanding, or deepening your and your students’ understanding of sparks. Here are just a few ideas:

· Connect students’ sparks to your curriculum and to your efforts in differentiating instruction. For example, a student whose spark is math could:

·  Read a biography of a famous mathematician

· Study the history of math’s development in Egypt and elsewhere

· Use proportions, ratios, and patterns in creating artworks

· Seek uses of mathematics in a daily newspaper or a magazine

· Explore the use of math in music

· Create polls and resulting statistics for the school newspaper or yearbook

· Consider joining with your students in doing each of the activities; you’ll be modeling that people can explore, name, and develop sparks at anytime during their lives.

· Have your students be reporters and “interview” people about their sparks: other teachers and school staff; fellow students; neighbors; and members of their families. You and they will be amazed at some of the great conversations that result.

· Touch back at various times in your classroom on sparks, dream teams, and taking steps on the journey. Remind students that these can be ongoing activities that help them get the most out of school, out of life and out of their potential

· Have students repeat an activity when they discover or explore different sparks.

· Work with a school librarian to create a display of biographies and autobiographies that highlight a person’s spark; be sure to cover both common and unusual spark clusters.

· Offer students the option of bringing home to their parents a Sparks Interview that you or they create, then look for connections between students’ and parents’ sparks. (One student’s parent could become another student’s spark supporter!)

· Help students bring their positive visions down to earth by guiding them in creating a set of goals to reach and steps on the way. Tie discussions of sparks to career planning activities.

· Identify sparks among your school’s staff members; are there any matches with the sparks of students in your class/classes? Consider having an event in which staff and students gather by spark clusters they favor to discover possible great connections, new clubs needed at the school, etc.

· See p. 98 of Sparks for a way to chart a spark landscape: a spark, the spark supporters, and the settings where that spark is developed or expressed.

It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan Feedback


You are the first group to test these lesson plans about Sparks. Thank you for diving in to help your students discover and explore their sparks. In order to continue to improve curriculum, we would appreciate your feedback on these lessons. All ideas are gratefully welcomed. Feel free to tell us what worked, what didn’t and what you think might make the lessons better!

Questions

Which lesson did you present? 

To what grade did you present the lesson? 

How many students were in the class? 

How long did the lesson take? 

Was that too long, too short, just about right?

Did the students understand the description of spark? 

What did you add to the description/ideas that seemed to help students understand it better?

How did students respond to the idea of spark? With boredom? Excitement? Other?

Were there questions from students that you found difficult to answer?

Were the resources (books, videos, etc.) suggested for the lessons useful and appropriate?

Which activity did you use, how long did it take and how was it received? 

Do you have suggestions for modifications or alternative activities?

What else should we know in order to improve this lesson for next year?
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