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It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plans for 3rd/4th grades


Thank you so much for taking part in this pilot project by using these lesson plans about spark. You will be testing four sample lesson plans on sparks, and your feedback will be crucial to their improvement and refinement. (See the feedback form at the back of this packet.)


A person’s spark is what they are really passionate about, an activity or quality or talent that unleashes their energy and joy, one they can imagine doing for a long time, one that may allow them to make their own unique contribution to the world. It might be anything from playing a musical instrument to rebuilding an antique car, from leading their student senate to caring for animals at a nearby shelter.


Each of us, young or old or in between, has or can have at least one spark. A few people seem to know their spark from an early age, but most of us discover our sparks over time, through multiple opportunities and experiences, and we often need the help of caring, observant adults to point them out to us.


Why is it important? New research from Search Institute shows that when young people know their spark(s) and have adult support in nurturing them, they are more likely to have a sense of purpose, to be socially competent and physically healthy, and to do better in school. In short, they are more likely to thrive.

The following lesson plans are intended to 

· Help students understand the concept of sparks and begin to explore their own;

· Convey the importance of adult support of sparks (spark champions) and encourage students to seek more; and

· Guide students in identifying at least one possible spark and imagine how to develop it.

As a result of having students work with these lessons, we expect to see students show some positive change in regard to academic self-efficacy (“I can do it!”), engagement in learning (“I like doing it!”), bonding to school (“School is a good place for me!”), and mastery (“It’s important to me to do well in school!”). When students show growth in these areas, that growth is usually accompanied by or leads to stronger academic success. 

Timing

Students will be taking pre and post surveys to measure their knowledge and awareness of sparks, levels of adult support for their sparks, and the factors noted above that lead to increases in academic success. The pre-survey will be administered in early September, followed by the use of these lessons and other related spark activities. Then the post-survey will be administered in early or mid-December. Suggested timing for the lessons, then, is: Lesson 1, mid to late September; Lesson 2, early October; Lesson 3, late October, Lesson 4, November. The goal is for all lessons to be completed by December. Each activity in the lessons is intended to take 20 to 30 minutes. Variations are noted to give you options in how you teach the lessons. 

How you complete the lessons is up to you. Each lesson has several activities. You might take part of a day and do a full lesson’s activities during that “spark day,” or you could spread the activities of a lesson over a week’s time. Some teachers or counselors have made a spark activity a weekly occurrence in their classroom, as well. The section “Going Beyond the Lessons” at the end of this set of plans indicates ways to infuse the concept of spark into your normal curriculum subjects, too. 

Notes about the Prototype

This set of lessons for 3rd/4th graders is a second prototype version that has been revised according to feedback from you and your colleagues. We hope you will have great suggestions for further improvements, clarifications, and enhancements. Please keep track of what you use, what works, what doesn’t, and what you create on your own; there is a checklist at the back of this set of lessons where you can check off what you’ve used and comment on it. You will be asked in December to share with the Sparks Team at Search Institute your comments and ideas.

Even more important, please keep an eye and an ear alert for how students respond to, react to, and engage with the material. Do they enjoy the lessons? Do they seem to engage fully with the concepts? Have they begun to take action in exploring or developing a spark? Does learning about their sparks seem to make school more interesting to them? You’ll be asked to share ideas about this in December, too. The Sparks Team appreciates your willingness to use these revised prototype lessons and will value your input and feedback!

Four Tips on Teaching and Talking about Sparks

1. In order for many people to talk about their innermost self, their dreams, their passions, they need to feel safe. Keep a close watch for teasing, put-downs, or other negative behaviors that could affect students’ feelings of safety. 

2. Remind students that sparks are not limited to things that come easily to them or that they already know how to do. People discover their sparks at all different times in their lives, and their sparks often change over time. Students can look now at current sparks and potential sparks that they might become passionate about. And they can practice and work hard at learning about the new sparks they try out.

3. Help them understand they can become smarter and more competent as they try new things and practice new skills. Praise them more for perseverance, willingness to try, discipline, and hard work than for their natural talents.

4. It’s not enough for a young person to have talent and a supportive adult or two. Two matters of character are vital as well: 1) learning the motivation, optimism, confidence, and discipline to practice and develop a spark, and 2) using that spark to give back to or contribute to the world.


We hope you and your students enjoy these lessons and find them useful!

The Sparks Team at Search Institute

For more information, see the book Sparks: How Parents Can Help Ignite the Hidden Strengths of Teenagers or visit www.IgniteSparks.org.

It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan 1

Main Concept: What Is a Spark?

Before the Lesson

Working on sparks with your students will help them see school as a place where they belong, a place where people know their sparks and help to explore and develop them, a place where learning is fun.


The author of Strong to the Hoop, John Coy, is a local author. He has expressed great interest in being involved in this sparks project. If you would like to have him come to your class to read his book and talk about sparks with your class, please get in touch with him at johncoy@mac.com.

Objectives
Students will learn what sparks are and:

· Will understand that every person can have one or more sparks

· Will see that there are many different kinds of sparks and that all sparks are good; none are better than others

· Will understand that it is good/useful to know and find ways to explore their own sparks, and that their sparks will probably change as they get older

Materials

You will need:

· My Spark Is sheets (or paper and scissors to create candle-flame shapes)

· Spark wordfind sheets

· Markers, colored pencils, glitter glue (or glitter and glue)

· Poster board

· Children’s book: Strong to the Hoop, by John Coy, Illustrated Leslie Jean Bart (suggestions for other books to use are noted after this first activity)

Activity 1 (approximately 30 minutes)


Say: Today we’re going to read a story about someone who has a spark. What do you think of when you hear the word “spark”? (Likely responses include fireworks, sparklers, lighter, fire, burn). You know that some words can have more than one meaning, right? And what do we call those kinds of words? (Homonyms)


When we talk about a person having a spark, we mean they have a passion for something. They don’t just like doing it, they LOVE doing it! It is something they can imagine doing for a long time. It is something they find exciting and interesting. There can be many kinds of sparks, and everyone has at least one. A spark could be playing baseball or playing the piano. It could be reading or math or science. It could be drawing or dancing or shooting hoops.


Explain how the word “spark” is a metaphor for a person’s real passion. Ask: What does it mean when someone is “on fire” about an idea or activity? Or talk about sparklers---have you seen them or held them on the Fourth of July? They are fiery, beautiful, exciting, fun. They make you smile. They can be a lot like sparks.


We are going to talk about our own sparks later. For now, let’s hear about one person with a spark. Read the book Strong to the Hoop, by John Coy, illustrated by Leslie Jean Bart.


In this book, ten-year-old James loves to play basketball, and when he gets a chance to join a four-on-four basketball game with his older brother and his friends, James wants to show the older boys he can keep up with them. Although James gets off to a rocky start, encouragement from his brother Nate and his own determination help him hold his own and prove he is a contender in the scrappy playground game.


Key points: His spark is basketball, a spark he shares with his friends and brother. Some people think he is not good enough at his spark yet. But your spark is about what you love to do, not about how good you are. James loves basketball, so it is one of his sparks. 

Ask: 

· What is James’s spark? (basketball)

· Do other people know James’s spark? (yes, big brother Nate; Zo; Slinky man with sunglasses)

· Who helps and supports James with his spark?? (neighborhood, brother)

· What is one of the author’s sparks? (writing, poetry, basketball)

Variations 

Here are three other books that you could use for this activity, or feel free to come up with your own book or short story that demonstrates the key points about a young person following her or his spark.

The Gardener, by Sarah Stewart, 1997, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux

In the Depression of the early 1930s, young Lydia Grace goes to live with her gloomy uncle when her family is going through hard times. But Lydia is able to use her love of flowers and gardening to brighten the dark urban neighborhood and bring smiles to the neighbors, to her uncle, and to herself.


Key points: Lydia Grace was lucky to have so many people support her spark and like it. No one told her it was dumb or foolish. It might have discouraged her if someone had said those things and made her feel bad and maybe even give up on gardening! 


Follow-up questions: What might have happened if people teased Lydia Grace about her spark or made fun of her interest in flowers? How would you like to be treated when you tell about your sparks?

Weslandia, by Paul Fleischman, 1999, Cambridge, Mass.: Candlewick Press.

Wesley is an unusual boy: he doesn’t like pizza or soda, he thinks professional football is stupid, and he refuses to get a fashionable hairstyle. Both his parents and his peers treat his differences as bad. But when Wesley has an idea for how to use what he’s learned in school about plants and civilizations as a summer project, magical things happen, and his spark lights up the whole neighborhood.


Key points: Sometimes a spark is a little hard to define. Developing and expressing your spark can lead to great things:  new food sources, new fabrics, new music, even a new, improved society. 


Follow-up question: What is Wesley’s spark? Does he have more than one? Is it hard for Wesley to know he has different ideas than his classmates? How does Wesley use his spark to create something amazing? Is it okay for different people to have different sparks?

Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse, by Kevin Henkes, 1996, New York: Greenwillow Books.

(Note that this book may be familiar to 3rd and 4th graders from earlier years, but ask them to listen again with their 3rd and 4th grade ears!)


Lilly finds so many things to love about school, including her teacher, Mr. Slinger, that she thinks she will become a teacher when she grows up. Her devotion to this particular spark is daunted by the teacher’s unwillingness to let her disrupt the class with her excitement about a new purse and sunglasses. But she returns to this spark in the end, adding it to a long list of other possible sparks she might grow into.


Key points: You might find a spark almost anywhere during your daily life. Your sparks may change over time and you might have more than one.


Follow-up questions: What is the new spark Lilly discovers? What does she like about it? Who supports her in this spark? What other sparks does Lilly have?

Activity 2 (approximately 15-20 minutes)

Hand out to each student a copy of the spark wordfind sheet. Share with them that there are many kinds of sparks, and they will be looking for some of these different sparks as they do the wordfind activity. Help them understand that a spark can be something they already do or something they would like to try.


After they are done with the wordfind, read aloud together the words that describe different sparks. Then share with them that in the next activity, they will be making a long list of sparks and thinking about what one of their own sparks might be.

Activity 3 (approximately 30 minutes)


Have the class brainstorm some of the many different types of sparks that people have. You can use these ten popular spark clusters for hints:

__Doing art, dance, music, or writing 

__Building or making things, or taking things apart 

__Playing sports 

__Helping people or the environment

__Being outside in nature, taking care of animals. 

__Using computers

__Thinking of ways to start a business or make money 

__Learning, reading, practicing 

__Teaching other people how to do things 



  __Leadership (being captain of a team, taking charge of a group) 

Generate a long list of different sparks and record them on the board.


Have each student think for a moment about his/her own sparks and then write on the My Spark Is sheet what they think one or more of their sparks is. (You could also have students cut a piece of paper into the shape of a candle flame, write their spark on it, and then decorate it.) Stress that they don’t have to be good at it yet or the best at it. It just needs to be something they really, really like to do or that they really want to try. Share that it is fine if they don’t know their sparks yet….we can all look for and explore what our sparks might be.


Some kids will know one of their sparks, some won’t. But most kids will get as close as “something I like or might like to do.” Some children may feel shy about sharing their personal spark with the class; encourage them to share but don’t require it. Assure all that whether they know it or not yet, everyone can have a spark, and you’ll be looking for clues to possible sparks with them in the next lesson. 


Have the students decorate the spark sheet with glitter or glitter glue and emphasize that everyone should be proud of their spark. (You could create a classroom or hallway display with these completed spark sheets.)


Note: Some children may initially suggest that something rather vague is their spark. Try guiding them toward a more specific answer by asking: 

· How is that important to you?

· Do you practice and get better at it?

· Does it engage your brain?

· Is it creative?

· What part of it do you like the best?

Vocabulary 

Spark, passion

My Spark Is …
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Find These Spark Words


Words to find:


acting    
gardening  
piano


animals     
gymnastics
reading


baseball    
helping
science


bowling     
history

singing


cooking     
hockey
spark


dancing     
learning
swimming


dinosaurs   
math

writing


drawing     
nature

     x n p x n g n i w a r d r m y n k s f d

  w d h r h u a p k g g y h f n r m v j i

  c y g k r a p s a v n n f p f h y f b n

  u h y v y q i e u n f i i g n i g n i s

  h d l s w i m m i n g j n d j b l l x z

  o o c e s b g s h e x b p e a p q t v a

  a o c g a n k u v i n w g i d e a v s w

  f u h k n r i l e d s f w p a r r y r a

  g b a d e i n u h c a t t d a n a r u d

  p z o a n y p i e w s n o i n t o g a t

  s l a m i n a l n r r s c r s h a d s n

  p c f g x b t d e g u i c i y o a k o p

  q v o x o a a x k h k t t i n l k e n q

  n o u o l r t s d n h j a i e g j b i y

  p i m f k g j y e x h r h n n n n i d e

  x m d g n i b n a b y d t i k g c c k n

  h p s i r w n q w l a t a k k e a e h v

  k r t i o o r g l e i l m d q p h v m a

  s c i t s a n m y g k g l l c s q x v v

  a k u n y b o w l i n g o n m p s p k q

It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan 2

Main Concept: Finding Your Spark

Objectives 

Student will:

· Identify how she or he feels when engaged with their spark

· Begin to understand more about his or her own sparks

· Have questions they can ask themselves to help them find their sparks

Materials

You will need:

· Sparks Detective Notebooks – one per student (Page templates at end of lesson). These can be printed back to back and you can include more of the interview forms if you wish. These notebooks will be used in Lesson 3 and Lesson 4 as well. 

Opening (approximately 10 minutes)


Review the idea of sparks (from Lesson Plan 1). Remind the students how James played basketball alone because he loved the game and how hard he worked–even though no one was watching. He had dreams all the time when he was practicing. Ask the students if they have dreams or imagine themselves when they are involved with their sparks.


Explain that today we are going to be “Sparks Detectives.” Ask how many have read Encyclopedia Brown, Harriet the Spy, Nancy Drew or Hardy Boys mysteries. Have the students brainstorm what a detective does—find clues, look at things in different ways, put all clues together, figure things out, etc. Explain that we are going to be detectives for ourselves and our friends and classmates to uncover sparks we may have.


When we try to find our sparks, we might know one or two right away—but we might not. When we don’t know what our sparks are or we want to find a new one, we have to look for clues. (The following steps can be done in one or two days, or spread out over more time.)

Activity

Hand out to each student their Sparks Detective Notebook to fill in with clues.

Cover (5-10 minutes)

Make sure the students personalize their notebook cover with their name, drawings, or other decorations.


Remind students that a spark is something they really love to do or are very interested in.

Page 2: My favorites (10-15 minutes)

Have students complete page 2 of the notebook independently. Ask them to pair up with one other person and share what their what some of their favorite things are and what they like best about them. Thinking about some of our favorite things to do can gives us clues about our sparks. 

Page 3: Sparks Galore! (10-15 minutes)

Share with the kids that “sparks galore” means there are many, many kinds of sparks! Go around the room and have students take turns reading a spark idea out loud; then have each student check the boxes of the ideas that sound fun to them. Invite students to share which of the activities they would choose if they could do one of them tomorrow; share which one you would do!

Wrap-up

Have students add new ideas to their spark or flame papers if they come up with more sparks, or they could create new ones. They can add glue and glitter or use glitter glue to make the sparks sparkle. While students are working on their sparks and glitter, remind students: 

· You might have one spark or more than one spark.

· Sparks can change over time as you learn about new things and explore them.

· You can do almost anything you want if you want it enough and are willing to practice.

Alternative or Additional Activities

Art

Make a collage using magazine pictures to find people who look like they are showing their spark. Or students could draw a picture of someone engaged in their spark.

Writing

Use the sparks galore activity to provide a writing exercise for your students. Ask them to choose one of the spark activities and then write what they imagine it would be like to do it.


Another option would be to have students use SPARK as an anagram, writing a spark for each letter, or having the class brainstorm together as many sparks as they can that start with SPARK.

Vocabulary 

Galore, detective, clues
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Detective  Notebook
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This notebook is the property of

Sparks Detective _________________________

1

Write or draw your answers. These will be clues to finding your sparks!

	My favorite thing to do alone indoors


	My favorite thing to do with one or two friends outdoors



	My favorite sport or other physical activity like dance


	My favorite way to make art

	One of the things I really like to build or make


	My favorite beautiful thing to see or hear



	My favorite way to help someone else


	One of my sparks might be:




2

Sparks Galore!

Everyone has, or can have, at least one spark. But it is not always easy to figure out what that spark might be. 


When detectives look at clues and try to figure out a mystery, they often start by imagining as many ideas as they can.


Here is a list of all kinds of wonderful things that people can do during their lives—to help you imagine sparks for yourself! Check the ones that might like to do. If you could do just one of these things tomorrow, which one would it be?

· Adopt a dog rescued from a puppy mill

· Start my own business

· Ride on the space shuttle

· Learn to do the latest dance steps

· Create a new video game

· Get a bad law changed

· Write the lyrics to a popular song

· Read every book written by your favorite author

· Build a hideaway in the woods

· Be captain of a sports team

· Edit a fashion magazine

· Grow my own fruits and vegetables

· Own a ’57 Chevy with a two-tone turquoise finish

· Ride a horse on a beach by the ocean

· Learn a foreign language

· Travel to all 50 United States

· Teach a class or be a principal in a school

· Do scientific experiments with chemicals

· Compete in the national spelling bee

· Bake a perfect apple pie

· Be president of something

· Raise money to help feed hungry people

· Compete in the Olympics

· Climb a mountain

· Discover a cure for cancer

· Have a set of maps for the whole world

· Start lifting weights

· Keep a journal for a full year

· Do color commentary for a TV soccer match

· Take a tour of a perfume factory

· Volunteer at an elephant sanctuary in Africa

· Have one of my paintings hang in a museum

· Invent a new use for the Internet

3

Spark Clusters

Write here the four spark clusters you have talked about in class.

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________

The cluster I chose is ___________________________

Draw a star and write inside it what your spark in this cluster is or might be 

Things I like about this spark 

Things the sparks in this cluster have in common

4

 Spark Interview

The spark I learned about is:___________________________

Spark Clues:

Is your spark something that makes you physically active (draw a lightning bolt) or can you do it without moving much? (draw a chair)

Does your spark use any of your five senses? Which ones? (draw a hand, a nose, two eyes, an ear, or a sticking-out tongue) (Touch, Smell, Sight, Hearing, Taste)

Do you need to be inside (draw a door) or outdoors (draw a tree) for your spark? Or can it be either?

Is your spark something that makes a lot of noise (draw a toy horn) or is it a quiet activity? (draw someone saying “shhhh”)

Do you have to wear special clothes? (A uniform, protective gear, an apron, a hat, goggles….draw whatever special clothes you have to wear))

How would you describe your spark? (use adjectives, like “fast” or “fun” or “tricky” and a drawing of you doing your spark)

5

Spark Interview

The spark I learned about is:___________________________

Spark Clues:

Is your spark something that makes you physically active (draw a lightening bolt) or can you do it without moving much? (draw a chair)

Does your spark use any of your five senses? Which ones? (draw a hand, a nose, two eyes, an ear, or a sticking-out tongue) (Touch, Smell, Sight, Hearing, Taste)

Do you need to be inside (draw a door) or outdoors (draw a tree) for your spark? Or can it be either?

Is your spark something that makes a lot of noise (draw a toy horn) or is it a quiet activity? (draw someone saying “shhhh”)

Do you have to wear special clothes? (A uniform, protective gear, an apron, a hat, goggles….draw whatever special clothes you have to wear))

How would you describe your spark? (use adjectives, like “fast” or “fun” or “tricky” and a drawing of you doing your spark)

6

Sparks when I was younger:

Write in here the answers from your take-home interview page.

The person I interviewed was: ______________________________

This person knew me when I was _____ years old.

When I was younger, what did I like to do?

When I was younger, what always made me smile or laugh?

When I was younger, what did I say I wanted to be when I grew up?

When you think about two or three things I loved to do, were they alike in some way? (For instance, were they all related to sports? Were they all quiet activities? Did they all involve me playing with other people?)

What else can you tell me about who I was when I was younger?

7

Spark Supporters

Who already helps me with my sparks?

What do they do that helps?

Draw a picture of a place where you could find another spark supporter. (School? Neighborhood? Classroom? Home? Afterschool program?)

Draw a picture of yourself as a spark superhero for one of the students you interviewed in class. Write in what you could say or draw what you could do to help that person with their spark.
8

Take-home page

Sparks when I was younger:

The person I interviewed was: ______________________________

This person knew me when I was _____ years old.

____________________________________________________________

When I was younger, what did I like to do?

When I was younger, what always made me smile or laugh?

When I was younger, what did I say I wanted to be when I grew up?

When you think about two or three things I loved to do, were they alike in some way? (For instance, were they all related to sports? Were they all quiet activities? Did they all involve me playing with other people?)

What else can you tell me about who I was when I was younger?

It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan 3

Main Concept: Exploring Your Spark

Objectives
Students will:
· Understand a spark is not limited to natural talents

· Understand that sparks can be grouped together and share similar characteristics.

· Understand that sampling a variety of activities will help them find their spark(s)

Materials

You will need:

· Sparks Detective Notebooks

· Signs for the 4 spark clusters to post around the room (templates in this packet)

· Enough paper star shapes for each student to have one (about 4” wide)

Opening (approximately 10 minutes)

Begin the lesson by asking if anyone discovered new sparks when they read the list of ideas on page 3 of their Sparks Detective Notebook (sparks galore). Did they talk about sparks and spark ideas with anyone at home or in their neighborhood? Review the concept that you don’t have to be good at something for it to be your spark; it can be something you’re interested in or something you want to try.


Say: We’ve already talked about how many different kinds of sparks there are. But sparks can also be similar. Today we are going to be detectives to look at groups of sparks and investigate similarities and differences between groups.

To help students see that different sparks may share common aspects, ask them to say what group name they could give to these sets of sparks:

· Basketball, gymnastics, soccer, track (sports)

· Drawing, painting, writing poetry (creative arts)

· Dancing, singing, playing the guitar (music)


Share that one of the clues to finding new sparks is to figure out a group of sparks that you are interested in. 

Activity (approximately 30-40 minutes)


Create four stations (spots around the room) for each of the following spark groups by posting the four sheets attached to this lesson plan: 

· Physical activities/sports (dance, karate, basketball, soccer)

· Creative arts (drawing, writing poetry or stories, painting, playing an instrument)

· Helping (people, animals, environment)

· Learning and reading (math, science, comics, spelling, science)

Steps:


Have each student get out their Sparks Detective Notebook to fill in with clues. Ask them if they know what the word “cluster” means. (verb, to move close together; noun, a group of things that are close together or similar).


Ask students to look around the room at the 4 signs that name 4 spark “clusters.” Read or have a student read each one. 


Ask them to think about one thing they really like to do that fits into one of the 4 clusters posted around the room. Have them write that spark on their star shape. Then invite them to bring their star over to the cluster sign that fits.


Assuming that at least a few students ended up clustered in each of the four areas, invite them to look around at all the different sparks they represent. Have each cluster of students read out the sparks in their cluster. Talk about how we sometimes have friends who like the same things we do and friends who like different things than we do.


Have students sit down with their cluster and complete page 4 of the Sparks Detective Notebook together. Ask them to share with others what their spark is and what they like best about it. (If they are not sure what their spark is, have them talk about why they picked that cluster as a likely spot where they might find one of their sparks.) After each person has shared, have the groups brainstorm together the characteristics that all the sparks in that cluster have in common. 


Have each group report out characteristics of their spark group to the entire class. Were they surprised to discover other students had the same or different sparks? Share that sometimes you can find a spark cluster you like before you can name the individual spark(s). (You know you love sports, but which sport you love best might take a while to find. You haven’t tried lots of different art forms yet, so you’re not sure if your spark might be in creative arts yet.)

Take-home assignment for Lesson 4 (5 minutes to explain)


Explain that the next lesson is going to help them get some clues from their past to uncover what their future sparks might be.


Assign the students to take their take-home interview sheet with them and complete the page with one of their parents or guardians or someone else (grandparent, aunt or uncle, family friend) who knew them when they were younger. The student will be asking the adult to remember things about them from when they were younger that might be clues to the student’s sparks. Note: If a student does not have someone at home to do the page with them, they can be invited to interview a school adult who knows them and might share clues about the student’s possible spark. Remind the students to bring back their completed interview sheets for the next lesson.

Variations: Optional video links

These videos (appropriate for ages 8-10) all explore the questions: 

What can you do? Who can you be?

Hannah’s Story. 29 min. National Film Board of Canada, DVD. Ages 8 and up.


In this extraordinary documentary, we meet Hannah Taylor, a driven, compassionate 11-year-old Canadian girl who works to increase awareness of the homeless through her organization, The Ladybug Foundation. Hannah inspires people of all ages, including the former Prime Minister of Canada.


Alternatively, you can go to The Ladybug Foundation website:  http://www.ladybugfoundation.ca/.  At the top you can load and play Hannah’s Ladybug speech ( about 21 minutes) or go to the Audio Video tab and play Hannah’s Passion (about 5 minutes).

Leonardo, the Terrible Monster.  Weston Woods Studios.  8 min.  Ages 3-8.


Being a monster doesn’t come naturally to Leonardo.  After all his attempts to frighten Sam fail, he decides that being a wonderful friend is better than being a terrible monster.  This masterful short animation of the ALA Notable Children's Book is narrated by its author, Mo Willems.  (Alternatively, you could read the book version.)
Ish.  Weston Woods. 800-243-5020.Ages 4-9.  


Discouraged by his brother’s laughter, Ramon no longer wants to draw. When his younger sister shows him another way of seeing his art, Ramon is inspired to create new and wonderful drawings. This animated adaptation of Peter H. Reynolds’ book is narrated by Chester Gregory with an original jazz score by Joel Goodman.

Vocabulary 

cluster

Physical Activities

and Sports

Baseball




Karate

Basketball



Swimming

Hockey




Dancing

Gymnastics



and others

Creative Arts

Writing

Acting

Drawing

Painting

Singing

Sculpting

and others
Help people, animals, and the world…
Gather food for people who are hungry

Take care of your pet or someone else’s pet

Pick up litter and trash when you see it

Put cans and bottles in recycling bins

Shovel snow or rake leaves for a neighbor who needs help

Visit lonely animals at the animal shelter

Turn off lights when you leave a room

Hold a carnival to raise money for homeless children

Learning

and Reading

Math 

Sciences 

Comics 

Social studies 

Spelling

Stories

It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan 4

Main Concept: How do you gain support for your spark, and how can you support other people’s spark?

Objectives
Students will:

· Be able to name places and people who can help them with their spark

· Be able to name ways to support people in their sparks.

· Be able to name people they are going to be spark supporters for

Materials 
You will need:

· Sparks Detective Notebooks and interview completed (when you were young)

· Go to The Ladybug Foundation website. :  http://www.ladybugfoundation.ca/.  At the top you can load and play Hannah’s Ladybug speech (about 21 minutes) or a portion of it, or go to the Audio Video tab and play Hannah’s Passion (about 5 minutes)

Activity 1 (15 to 20 minutes)

Pages 5-6

Turn to pages 5 and 6. Divide students up into pairs. Have each student think of one of their sparks but don’t say it out loud. Invite students to interview their partner for clues about the partner’s spark, but with the partner keeping the name of the spark secret. For each question, the partner will draw a picture to answer the question. For the last question, the partner will also write some adjectives that describe the spark. Finally, the interviewer should try to guess what the spark is; when the interviewer has it right, the partner can write the name of the spark in the blank at the top of the page. 


Repeat the interview process in new pairs as time allows.

Group Discussion:

· What did you learn about your partner’s sparks?

· Who learned something interesting about a spark that is different than your spark?

Activity 2 (15 minutes)

Page 7

Have students turn to page 7 of their Sparks Detective Notebooks and get out the interview sheets from their home interviews. Ask students to get in pairs and share what their interviews uncovered about what their sparks were when they were younger. (Have a plan for students who did not complete their interviews; this could involve having them interview the teacher, an aide, or another school staff person.)


Ask: Were there any surprises? Do you remember liking the things the person you interviewed told you about? Did the person you interviewed tell you any funny memories or stories about when you were young? Have students write in their notebooks with colored pencils the clues they found out about themselves through the home interview.


Key Points: For most of us, our sparks change over time. Ask students whether they have the same sparks now or different ones.

Activity 3 (20 minutes plus the time for the video you choose)

Page 8


Talk about how it is important to have “spark supporters” or people that know and support your spark. Ask: How could other people help us with our sparks? (tell us we are good at something, encouragement, lessons, practice, driving to games, cheering, getting past difficulties or obstacles)


Show the video from The Ladybug Foundation. Discuss how Hannah had spark supporters who helped her spark really “catch on fire.” Have the students use page 8 of their notebooks to brainstorm people who already support their spark or their exploration of sparks.


Next discuss other places where students could find another spark supporter—a teacher or coach or principal at school, a neighbor or family friend, another student in class or an older student, for example. Have them draw a place where they would like to find a spark supporter. Finally, share how we all can be superheroes to others when we support their sparks. Have the class brainstorm ways they could support the spark of one of the students they interviewed in class, then draw or write about it in their notebooks. 

 Wrap up (10 minutes)

From whom can you get support for your spark? (Family, neighbors, people at your congregation, counselors at camp)


Where could you go to develop your spark? (Community education activities, Parks and recreation programs, Clubs, Activities at community centers, Check out a book at the library—especially biographies, Visiting places you haven’t been before---a park, nature center, museum, art gallery, theater)


How can you support other’s sparks? (encourage them, help them stick with it when it gets tough, don’t try to get them to skip practice, go along when they want to try a new sport or activity)

Optional Book Link

Jamaica Louise James, by Amy Hest, 1996, Cambridge, Mass.: Candlewick Press.


Jamaica gradually develops her spark of drawing and painting by practicing almost every day. When she gets a paint set for her 8th birthday, she gets a big idea: she paints a bright, colorful picture every day. Then she and her mother take the paintings secretly to the nearby subway station and brighten the drab walls with them, to the delight of the passengers and her ticket-taker grandmother!


Key points: Jamaica’s spark is drawing and painting. She explores her spark by practicing drawing and painting every day, which helps her get better and better at it. Then she shows her artwork to lots of people to see how they like it. She uses her spark to give back to the world.

Vocabulary

Possibilities, spark supporter

Going Beyond the Lessons
There are many possibilities for continuing, expanding, or deepening your and your students’ understanding of sparks. Here are just a few ideas:

· Connect students’ sparks to your curriculum and to your efforts in differentiating instruction. For example, a student whose spark is math could:

· Read a biography of a famous mathematician;

· Study the history of math’s development in Egypt and elsewhere;

· Use proportions, ratios, and patterns in creating artworks;

· Seek uses of mathematics in a daily newspaper or a magazine;

· Explore the use of math in music; or

· Create polls and resulting statistics for the school newspaper or yearbook.

· Consider joining with your students in doing each of the activities; you’ll be modeling that people can explore, name, and develop sparks at anytime during their lives.

· Touch back at various times in your classroom on spark exploration and spark guides. Remind students that these can be ongoing activities that help them get the most out of school, out of life and out of their potential

· Have students repeat an activity when they discover or explore different sparks.

· Work with a school librarian to create a display of biographies and autobiographies that highlight a person’s spark; be sure to cover both common and unusual spark clusters.

· Offer students the option of bringing home to their parents a Sparks Interview that you or they create, then look for connections between students’ and parents’ sparks. (One student’s parent could become another student’s spark supporter!)

· Help students bring their positive visions down to earth by guiding them in creating a set of goals to reach and steps on the way.

· Check into the report of your school’s staff sparks; are there any matches with the sparks of students in your class/classes? Consider having an event in which staff and students gather by spark categories they favor to discover possible great connections, new clubs needed at the school, etc.

· See p. 98 of Sparks for a way to chart a spark landscape: a spark, the spark supporters, and the settings where that spark is developed or expressed.

It Begins with a Spark: Lesson Plan Feedback


You are the first group to test these lesson plans about Sparks. Thank you for diving in to help your students discover and explore their sparks. In order to build out a full year curriculum, we would appreciate your feedback on these lessons. All ideas are gratefully welcomed. Feel free to tell us what worked, what didn’t and what you think might make the lessons better!

Questions

Which lesson(s) did you present? 

To what grade did you present the lesson(s)? 

How many students were in the class? 

Did the students understand the description of spark? 

What wording did you add to the description/ideas that seemed to help students understand it better?

How did students respond to the idea of spark? With boredom? Excitement? Other?

Were there questions from students that you found difficult to answer?

Were the resources (books, videos, etc.) suggested for the lessons useful and appropriate?

Do you have suggestions for modifications or alternative activities?

What else should we know in order to improve this lesson for next year?
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