Dear Parents and Guardians:

Here at [name] school, we don’t just care about your child’s grades; we care about your child as a person. 

One way we will do that this year is to help each child in our school find at least one of his or her “sparks.” According to recent research from Search Institute, a person’s spark is what they are really passionate about doing, an activity that unleashes their energy and joy, one that may allow them to express themselves and make their own unique contributions to the world.

Finding and exploring that spark is an important part of your child’s education and development. Why? Because when young people know and develop a spark, and have the support of several adults in growing it, they:

· Have higher grades in school

· Have higher school attendance

· Are more likely to be socially competent

· Are more likely to be healthy physically

· Are more likely to volunteer to help others

· Are more likely to care for the environment, and

· Are more likely to have a sense of purpose

This year we are in a partnership with Search Institute to help all our students explore their interests and start finding their sparks. To do that, we’ll be involving you and your child in some or all of the following:

· A sparks questionnaire

· New lessons about exploring, identifying, and developing a spark

· Sparks clubs and events

· Discussion groups

· And more!

Working with kids to discover and develop their sparks can result in numerous benefits for young people. When caring adults put their energy into young people’s spark, they are making a great contribution to their development. 

Please watch on our website and in your child’s backpack for more details. You’ll be learning about your child’s spark, your own sparks(!), and how to work together to develop them. We are positive you’ll find it interesting, exciting, and rewarding!

Talk with you soon,

