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SPARKS WEBSITE: If your spark is CREATIVE ARTS

1.

HowToMakeStuff.com - http://www.howtomakestuff.com/ 
Includes directions for making toys and games, kids recipes, art and crafts, science projects, and costumes.

If your spark is MUSIC

1.

Play Music.org - http://playmusic.org/ 
Provides information about musical instruments, composers, and musicians. With Shockwave plug-in, visitors can also play interactive musical games

2.

Carnegie Hall: Listening Adventures - http://www.carnegiehall.org/article/explore_and_learn/art_online_resources_listening_adventures.html 
Learn about sound, music notation, text, and instruments of the orchestra through a series of interactive games. Also includes information about Benjamin Britten, Dvorak and important people in the history of Carnegie Hall.

3.

Young Composers - http://www.youngcomposers.com/ 
Online community allows registered users to upload compositions for review, and offers articles, lessons, and a forum.

4.

Morton Subotnick's Creating Music - http://www.creatingmusic.com/
Creatingmusic.com is a children's online creative music environment for children of all ages. It's a place for kids to compose music, play with musical performance, music games and music puzzles.  Come discover fun and easy ways to make music!

If your spark is ART

1.

Painting, Drawing: World Wide Art Gallery.

http://www.theartgallery.com.au/kidsart.html
See examples of art done by young people from around the world, and connect to links of art activities and information about art and art history.

2.

American Treasures.

http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/
Divided into three main areas—Memory, Reason, and Imagination—with approximately twenty items in each, this site is exceptionally rich. It is to be a continuously updated exhibit at the Library of Congress.

3. 

Web Gallery of Art - http://www.wga.hu/ 
Virtual museum of European painting and sculpture of the Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque periods (1100-1800). With commentaries on pictures, biographies of artists, and guided tours. 

4.

National Gallery of Art NGAkids - http://www.nga.gov/kids/ 
Includes interactive discussions of paintings and sculpture in the National Gallery of Art, educational activities, and an animated musical story.

5.

Destination Modern Art - http://www.moma.org/destination/ 
Interactive online gallery offers an educational tour of The Museum of Modern Art and the Contemporary Art Center. Learn about the artists, their techniques and try at home activities. [Flash 6 is required]

6.

Making Pottery - http://www.archaeolink.com/making_pottery_ceramics.htm
Demonstrations of various ways of making pottery and ceramics.

If your spark is WRITING 

1.

The Comic Book Project - http://www.comicbookproject.org/
Combining comics and literacy

2. 

Make Beliefs Comix - http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
A site where you can make comics even if you can’t draw.

3.

Poetry - http://www.mykuworld.com
MYKUWorld is social networking in condensed poetry, usually 4-lines. Here, writers converse in verse!

4.

Rhyme Zone - http://www.rhymezone.com/ 
Online search engine rhyming database. Plug in a word and get a list of potential words that rhyme.

5.

Cartoonster - http://cartoonster.kidzdom.com
This site is a site worth visiting if you are interested in learning about the basics of cartoon animation. Created by a teenager, there are simple tutorials that help you understand the concepts of frame by frame animation.

6.

What Makes a Good Story? - http://www.learner.org/interactives/literature/ 
Interactive exhibit takes visitors on a literary journey through the classic short story and examines the elements that come together to create a good story

7.

The Claremont Review Literary Magazine - http://theclaremontreview.ca/ 
Solicits and publishes teen writings; also offers writing tips and a manuscript/mentor service.

8.

Center for Writing: Quick Tips - http://writing.umn.edu/sws/quicktips/quicktips.htm 
A series of suggestions for effective and correct composition. Covers punctuation, style, grammar, plagiarism and specific writing tasks. Each topic can be downloaded as PDF.

9.

Poetry Writing with Jack Prelutsky - http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/index.htm 
Online workshop with the popular children's poet includes tips, writing exercises, revision guidelines, and a place to publish online.

If your spark is DANCE

1. Dance-Kids.org - http://www.dance-kids.org/ 
Features games, pictures, stories, and competitions for kids who love to dance.  

2. Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) - http://www.yagp.org/ 
Official site of this American dance competition for ages 8 to 19 years old.  

3. Young-dancers.org - http://www.young-dancers.org 
Dance site for teenagers featuring interviews with dance stars, galleries of photos, games, quizzes, competitions, e-cards and career advice.

4. B-Boying - http://www.msu.edu/user/okumurak/styles/breaking.html 
History of breakdancing.

5. Dance Audition Survival Tips - http://www.agirlsworld.com/amy/pajama/school/standout/dance.html 
Describes how to prepare for and what to do at the audition.

6. CriticalDance - http://www.ballet-dance.com/ 
Articles, reviews, interviews, gallery of photos, monthly e-zine and forum.

If your spark is OTHER CREATIVE ARTS

1.

KidsHealth Recipes - http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/recipes/index.html 
Simple and easy to prepare recipes and cooking tips.

2.

Hey Kids, Let's Cook - http://www.heykidsletscook.com/ 
Accompanies the public television series for ages 8 to 18, with recipes from both seasons and a video of one entire show.

3.

The Museum of Costume - http://www.fashionmuseum.co.uk/ 
Provides information and photographs about fashionable dress for men, women and children from the late 18th century to the present day.

If your spark is BUILDING & DESIGN

1.

Building Big - http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/buildingbig/ 
Learn about bridges, domes, skyscrapers, dams and tunnels. Find out the facts about large structures around the world and how they are built.

2.

archKIDecture - http://www.archkidecture.org/ 
A place where children can engage and participate with the built environment. Offer various building projects and information about architecture.

3.

Kids Design Network - http://www.dupagechildrensmuseum.org/kdn/ 
DuPage Children's Museum offers design challenge activities where children can imagine design ideas to solve problems, draw designs, build and show them to others.

4.

BSI Education - http://www.bsieducation.org/Education/default.php 
Provides information for 7-19 year olds about the use of British Standards in the design and manufacture of products.

If your spark is LEADERSHIP

1.

National Teen Leadership Program – http://www.teenleader.org
NTLP is a high-energy program designed to motivate and inspire
students like you to positions of leadership!

2.
The World Trust Foundation - http://www.worldtrust.org
The World Trust Foundation's mission is to mentor future leaders and empower the youth of the world to lead the creation of a sustainable future.

3.
New Global Citizens - http://www.newglobalcitizens.org
New Global Citizens educates, equips and mobilizes young people to help solve the greatest challenges faced by communities around the world by partnering with grassroots organizations that are finding local solutions to local problems. NGC supports these young leaders as they work to create sustainable change. 
4.

Youth on Board -  http://www.youthonboard.org/site/c.ihLUJ7PLKsG/b.2046673/k.C863/About_Us.htm
Youth on Board helps young people and adults think differently about each other so that they can work together to change society.

If your spark is ENTREPRENEURSHIP

· 1.
Young Entrepreneur - http://www.entrepreneur.com/tsu/index.html
2.
US Small Business Administration Teen Business Link - http://www.sba.gov/teens/
3.
ACRN Entrepreneurship - http://cte.ed.gov/acrn/students/entrepreneur.htm
4.
Youth Venture - http://www.genv.net/
Youth Venture helps teams of people start new youth-led organizations.

5.
Youth Business International - http://www.youth-business.org/ 
Network of youth business initiatives whose purpose is to help young people work for themselves by providing them with business mentoring, local advice, support, and access to finance.
If your spark is SPORTS & ATHLETICS

1.
Exploratorium: Sport Science - http://www.exploratorium.edu/sports/ 
Examines the most popular team and recreational sports, including baseball, cycling, skateboard, and hockey. Also includes highlights on bouncing balls, rock climbing, and facts.

2.

National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum

www.baseballhalloffame.org/
The official site of the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York


3.
Playfootball.com - http://www.nflrush.com/ 
The official NFL site for kids. Games, fun facts about NFL players, football strategy and the pro's tips on positions.

4.
Info Sports – http://www.infosports.com/
Our virtual community of coaches, players and parents represents the longest running (since '96) and most experienced team on the web. Do you have a youth sports question or comment? Your ideas and opinions are always welcome at InfoSports ® - Youth Sports on the Web TM. Are you looking for a youth sports tournament or camp? We have hundreds of listings to browse or you may add your own listing(s).

5.
BAM Body and Mind - http://www.bam.gov/ 
Learn about fitness, food and nutrition, exercise, disease, and safety. Take a quiz, play a game, or create a fitness calendar.
6.

American Youth Soccer Association  http://www.ayso.org/home.aspx
Provides information on programs, resources and events.

If your spark is LEARNING ABOUT SCIENCE

1.

The San Francisco Exploratorium

http://www.exploratorium.edu/
A hands-on learning experience for anyone interested in science, art and human perception

2.

The Howard Hughes Medical Institute maintains a web site called Cool Science. 

· On the site you can read about the lives of scientists, 

http://www.hhmi.org/coolscience/
· On the site you can read what today’s scientists say about becoming a scientist:

http://www.hhmi.org/becoming/
· You can also ask them a question (or get ideas for science fair projects or help with homework                                                         

·  http://www.hhmi.org/askascientist/
3.

Science Buddies

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_register.php
This amazing site has a project topic wizard that “interviews” you about your interests and then offers all kinds of science-fair project ideas (K-12) that suit your interests! Much more on the site for people interested in science, including careers in science, blogs, 

4.

NASA. - http://www.nasa.gov
Available in both English and Spanish, NASA's Home Page provides information about NASA, including missions, events, research, and the most up-to-date news. Links are available to NASA Kids and Resources for Students

5.

National Air and Space Museum - http://www.nasm.si.edu/
Here, in virtual space, are the objects that made the dream of flight a reality. Each is a reminder of a noteworthy achievement and evokes the spirit of its own particular time. From the Smithsonian.

6.

4,000 Years of Women in Science - http://www.astr.ua.edu/4000WS/
This site lists more than 125 women scientists from our scientific and technical past. 

If your spark is LEARNING ABOUT MATH

1.

Mathematical Association of America - http://www.maa.org/students/middle_high/
Middle and High School Students – Set up a club, learn about competitions and summer programs.

If your spark is LEARNING ABOUT ARCHEOLOGY

1.

Dig - http://www.digonsite.com/links.html
Provides links to archeological dig sites around the world.

2.

Crow Canyon Archeological Center -  http://www.crowcanyon.org/archaeology_adventures/archaeology_adventures.asp
 Summer camps that allow students to work alongside professional archeologists.

3.

Colonial Williamsburg -http://research.history.org/Archaeological_Research/KidsPage.cfm

Kids section that explains archeology and offers activities you can do at home.

If your spark is TEACHING & INSTRUCTING

1.

Teens as Teachers: Creating Opportunities for Success - 

http://www.sei2003.com/21stcentury/Breakout%5C1159_35_teens%20as%20teachers%206-09.pdf
10 elements of successful teens as teachers programs. Provided by 4-H.

If your spark is RELATIONSHIPS

1.

Teen Health: Coping with Cliques - http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/problems/cliques.html
Teen Health: What It Means to Be a Friend -

http://kidshealth.org/teen/school_jobs/school/friend_comments.html?tracking=T_RelatedArticle
Friendship skills.

If your spark is GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

1.

Government site explaining all sorts of careers to students

http://www.kids.gov/6_8/6_8_careers.shtml
2.

White House 101: Facts and Fun For All Ages - http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/white_house_101/ 
A history and tour of the White House especially for kids.

3.

Flickr - The Official White House Photostream - http://www.flickr.com/photos/whitehouse 
Official photostream from the White House organized by set and tags. Includes archives, favorites and profile.

4.





 HYPERLINK "http://bensguide.gpo.gov/" Ben's Guide to U.S. Government for Kids - http://bensguide.gpo.gov/ 
Teaches kids from kindergarten through 12th grade about the federal government, from the U.S&gt; Government Printing Office.

5.

Federal Bureau of Investigation for Kids - http://www.fbi.gov/fbikids.htm 
Learn more about the FBI through games, tips, stories, and interactives.

6.





 HYPERLINK "http://future.state.gov/" Foreign Affairs for America's Youth - http://future.state.gov/ 
U.S. government site helps students examine diplomacy, social studies, government, and global issues

7.





 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/whitehouse" YouTube - White House Channel - http://www.youtube.com/whitehouse 
Official video channel of the White House provides weekly addresses, press briefings, events and remarks.

8.


Kids in the House - http://clerkkids.house.gov/ 
Teaches kids about Congress, the federal government, and lawmaking. With downloadable lesson plans and games.

9.





 HYPERLINK "http://www.congressforkids.net/" Congress for Kids - http://www.congressforkids.net/ 
Uncle Sam guides students on a tour of the federal government.

10.

Center for Youth Citizenship - http://www.youthcitizenship.org/ 
Non-profit organization that offers programs in law, government, cultural literacy, and conflict management for young people.

11.





 HYPERLINK "http://www.teengov.org/" http://www.teengov.org/ - http://www.teengov.org/ 
Takes young people through the branches of government, exploring how each of them works. Focuses on getting teens politically educated and involved.

If your spark is SOLVING SOCIAL PROBLEMS

1.
The Innovation Center - http://www.theinnovationcenter.org/ 
Seeks to promote youth, adults, organizations, and communities to engage together in creating a just and equitable society.


2.
TakingITGlobal - http://www.tigweb.org/ 
An online community, providing youth with inspiration to make a difference, a source of information on issues, opportunities to take action, and a bridge to get involved locally, nationally and globally.

3.

The Freechild Project - http://freechild.org/ 
Dedicated to making social change action, education, and resources more accessible for young people around the world.
4. Youth Noise - http://www.youthnoise.com/
5.

Change the World Kids - http://www.changetheworldkids.org/
Teens making a difference through humanitarian & environmental initiatives.

6.

Kids Can Make A Difference - http://www.kidscanmakeadifference.org/cando.htm
What kids can do to help end world hunger.

7. 

Links already on @15

If your spark is HELPING OTHERS

1.

Sites to help you find volunteer opportunities

http://www.idealist.org
http://www.voa.org/
http://www.volunteermatch.org/
http://www.serve.gov/
2.

United Nations Cyberschoolbus.

http://www.un.org/pubs/cyberschoolbus/
View information about member nations, take a virtual tour, explore issues of human rights relating to children or take quizzes and play games to help you learn about the countries of the world. Interactive and well designed for school-age children.

3.

The Shinnyo-En Foundation

www.sef.org
The Shinnyo-en Foundation helps build more caring communities by supporting educational programs that engage and inspire young people in meaningful acts of service. “We believe in teaching our children the value of helping others in the spirit of goodwill and without regard to differences of faith or background.”

4.

www.dosomething.org/
Find the cause you care about and get the facts so you can take action.

5.

Youth Service America - http://ysa.org/ 
Volunteer opportunities in all 50 states. Enter a zip code and find organizations in that area needing help. Provides details of membership, forthcoming events, and newsletter

If your spark is NATURE AND ANIMALS

1.

Nature Writer Jean Craighead George

http://www.jeancraigheadgeorge.com/
http://www.jeancraigheadgeorge.com/works.html
http://www.jeancraigheadgeorge.com/bio.html
2.

Care for Animals - http://www.avma.org/careforanimals/default.asp
Learn about pets and the people who care for them at this site from the American Veterinary Medical

3.

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals - www.aspca.org/
The ASPCA works to rescue animals from abuse, pass humane laws and share resources with shelters nationwide

4.

World Wildlife Fund - www.worldwildlife.org
WWF's mission is to preserve the diversity and abundance of life on Earth and the health of ecological systems by

· protecting natural areas and wild populations of plants and animals, including endangered species;

· promoting sustainable approaches to the use of renewable natural resources; and

· promoting more efficient use of resources and energy and the maximum reduction of pollution.

5.

National Wildlife Federation - http://www.nwf.org/nationalwildlifeweek/teens.cfm
Environmental service projects and activities for teens.

6.

Roots and Shoots - http://www.rootsandshoots.org/aboutus/ 

This site was started by Jane Goodall to engage young people in worldwide environmental efforts.

7.

American Museum of Natural History - http://www.amnh.org/nationalcenter/youngnaturalistawards/
Young Naturalist Awards competition through the American Museum of Natural History (deadline March 2010)

8.

Teens and Gardening - http://www.dmoz.org/Kids_and_Teens/Sports_and_Hobbies/Gardening/
List of web sites about teen gardening projects and programs.

If your spark is COMPUTERS

1.

 Human Computer Interaction Lab - http://www.cs.umd.edu/hcil/kiddesign/
Youth as design partners working on new technologies at the University of MD.

2.

Computer Camps for Teens - http://www.dmoz.org/Kids_and_Teens/Sports_and_Hobbies/Summer_Camps/Computer/
List of summer camps and programs focused on technology.

If your spark is COMEDY

1.

 KidKountry -http://www.kidkountry.com/comedy/index.php

Comedy contests and classes.

If your spark is SPEECH

1.

Dept. of Education speech contest for teens - 

http://thevibe.socialvibe.com/index.php/2009/09/07/deptartment-of-educations-video-contest-for-teens/
2.

Optimist International - http://www.optimist.org/e/member/scholarships4.cfm
Oratorical Contest information.

3.

National Oratorical Contest - http://www.legion.org/programs/youthprograms/oratorical
The American Legion sponsors a national speech contest. You can download details here.

4.

How to Give a Speech - http://kids-educational-activities.suite101.com/article.cfm/how_to_give_a_speech
If your spark is SPIRITUALITY

1.

BBC:Religions - http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/ 
An introduction to many of the religions of the world. Includes Jainism, Shinto, Sikhism, Rastafari, Paganism, and many others

2.
Click2Religion - http://www.awesomestories.com/religion/ 
Information on various religious topics including the Bhagavad Gita, Confucius, the Buddha, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and freedom of religion.

If your spark is DRAMA/THEATER

1.

Changing Stages - http://www.pbs.org/wnet/changingstages/ 
Learn about this PBS series that explores the influences, inspirations, and conflicts that have shaped the course of theatre. Site includes biographies of significant people, timeline of important theatre events, and links to other theatre resources. 

Shakespeare's Globe Theatre - http://www.rdg.ac.uk/globe/ 
Provides background information on Shakespearean performance in original conditions. Includes guides to the original Globe Theatre and a reconstructed version. 

ZOOM Playhouse - http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/playhouse/index.html 
Contains many short plays and skits for young people to put on.

The Art and Science of Theater - http://library.thinkquest.org/21722/ 
Learn how to stage a theatrical production, including finding a script, auditioning actors, building a set, and designing the lighting. Study the history of western theater from the time of ancient Greece to the twentieth century. Find out about authors and their plays which have made an impact on the development of theater.

G.L. Horton's One-Act Plays - http://www.stagepage.info/oneactplayscripts/_oneact.html 
Contains many One-Act Plays for small to large productions put on by teens.

6.

ArtsAlive English Theatre - http://www.artsalive.ca/en/eth/ 
Find out how design and production, actors, playwrights, directors, and others come together to produce a performance. Includes glossary of commonly used theatre terms.

7.

Kabuki for Everyone - http://park.org/Japan/Kabuki/kabuki.html 
Introduces a traditional form of Japanese theater.

8.

Shakey's Place 3D - http://library.thinkquest.org/10502/ 
Learn about Shakespeare's life and works. Begin with a biography, then move on to learn about his plays and sonnets. Includes summaries, as well as links to text, photographs from performances, and further information for each work.

9.

Theatre on a Shoestring - http://upstagereview.org/ 
Dynamic theatre education with resources including photos, articles and synopses.

10.

Children's Creative Theater Guide - http://library.thinkquest.org/5291/ 
Introduces children to theater history, games, terms, and other resources. Includes a virtual tour of a Nebraska children's theater and an original skit with costume and makeup ideas.

1.

If your spark is PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILM

1.

Photography Contests for Teens - http://www.voya.com/contests/
2.

Learn more about Photography -

http://www.betterphoto.com/allAbout.asp
http://www.betterphoto.com/photography-for-kids.asp
3.

Courses on digital filmmaking -

http://www.digitalmediaacademy.org/courses/teens-digital-film-production.html
4.

Filmmaking for Teens -

http://blogcritics.org/books/article/filmmaking-for-teens/
http://www.understandmedia.com/art030.htm
If your spark is BEING COMMITTED TO LIVING IN A SPECIFIC WAY

1.

Tolerance.org - http://www.tolerance.org/resource/making-space-making-change-profiles-yout
If your spark is READING

1.

TeenReads.com - http://www.teenreads.com/
2.

Internet Public Library for Teens - http://www.ipl.org/div/teen/browse/rw0000/
3.

Young Adult Library Services Association, a division of the American Library Association: http://www.pla.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/tags/spotlights/spotlights.cfm
Teen advisory groups in libraries

If your spark is ADVOCACY

1.

@15Advocacy Toolkit

http://www.at15.com/about_at_15/teen_spokesperson/toolkit
2.

National Youth Rights Association - www.youthrights.org
3.

Do Something - http://www.dosomething.org/
Do Something is a website for teens that links you to actions you can take to make a difference.

4.

Roots and Shoots: The Power of Youth is Global - http://www.rootsandshoots.org/
http://www.rootsandshoots.org/aboutus/
This site was started by Jane Goodall to give youth a chance to advocate on behalf of wildlife and the environment.

5.

Free the Children –http://www.freethechildren.com/
Free the Children was started by teenager Craig Kielburger to eliminate child labor around the world.

6.

Ryan’s Well Foundation –http://www.ryanswell.ca/
The foundation was started by Ryan Hreljac when he was in elementary school, in order to bring clean water to communities in Africa and around the globe.

If your spark is FAMILY

1. Genealogy - http://www.cyndislist.com/kids.htm
2. Interview family members -

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson805/interview.pdf  and

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson805/questions.pdf
3. 

Writing a Non-Boring Family History - http://www.writerswrite.com/journal/jul02/edwards5.htm
4.

Games for Family Reunions - http://family-reunion.com/games.htm
If your spark is OUTDOOR LIFE

1.

Outward Bound - http://www.natureskills.com/outdoor_survival_skills.html
Outward Bound sponsors wilderness expeditions.

2.

The Outdoor Channel - http://www.outdoorchannel.com/
3.

Books by and information about author, Gary Paulsen:

http://www.enotes.com/authors/gary-paulsen
4.

Books by and information about author Jean Craighead George:

http://www.jeancraigheadgeorge.com/bio.html
5. NatureSkills.com - http://www.natureskills.com/outdoor_survival_skills.html
If your spark is JOURNALISM

1.

Youth Journalism International:

http://www.youthjournalism.org/
2.

Page One – resources for student writers:

http://www.pageoneonline.net/ResourcesStudents.htm
3.

Youth Radio – Youth Media International - http://www.youthradio.org/
If your spark is MECHANICS OR ENGINEERING

1.

Intel International Science and Engineering Fair - http://www.societyforscience.org/ISEF/
2.

Pre-Engineering contests for high school students:

http://www.engineeringedu.com/competitions.html
3.

Ars Technica - http://arstechnica.com/
4.

Mythbusters on the Discovery Channel - http://dsc.discovery.com/fansites/mythbusters/about/about.html
5.

HowStuffWorks - http://science.howstuffworks.com/engineering-channel.htm
See the engineering channel of How Stuff Works for descriptions of all kinds of science.

