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Ideas for Elementary School Settings

Help young people select books to read based on their spark. This could be as part of recreational reading time or working on reading skills through content that engages them.

Select books to read to them based on whether one of the main characters has a spark, discovers their spark, or has an adult or friend who affirms or help them explore a spark.  Ask students to identify what they think the character’s spark is, or who supported the spark.

Create a talent show with a theme of “Express Your Spark”.  (Remember that some young people’s spark may be in drawing publicity posters, working behind the scenes on sets, helping organize or helping with rehearsals…recognize all these sparks.)

Set up multiple spark stations or project areas for students to select from, in order to explore new things that might be of interest or deepen their excitement about a spark they have already identified. (Art materials, small electronics to deconstruct, science activities, etc.)
Bring in guest adults for a Spark Fair. Invite them to demonstrate or teach about their spark. (Knitting, stamp collecting, bird watching, gardening, construction/woodworking, electronics repair, etc.) Invite students to visit several areas that are unfamiliar to them.

Give students opportunities to support each other’s sparks. Invite them to share their sparks with each other, first in pairs, and then in the larger group. Ask them how they could support each others’ sparks. One elementary school created a classroom social networking site for students to ‘chat’ about their sparks. An after school group had students interview each other in pairs about their sparks, and found that it helped build friendships.
There’s a big world of possible sparks out there, many of which young people have never explored. Use field trips as a way for students to broaden their horizons and think about whether what they did or learned has given them new ideas about what their spark might be. (Particularly for younger students, the goal should be broad exploration, rather than early narrowing to a single spark.)

Encourage students to think about adults who might become spark champions for them. Have them write down or say out loud how they might tell that adult about their spark and invite their support. (Parents, grandparents, neighbors, coaches, etc.)
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